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Using US Census Data 1991-92 thru 2008-09:  

Comparing Colorado and the US Average Per Pupil Spending & Revenue and Colorado’s Ranking 

In 2008-09, Colorado decreased per pupil spending from the previous year while the US average per pupil spending 

continued to increase. Current gap between CO and average US spending is $1,781, the largest gap in almost 2 

decades. As Colorado has increased per pupil spending over the years, the average per pupil spending in the US 

has increased more.  Since 2002-03 (6 years) Colorado’s ranking has fallen from the 30th to 40th. 

 

As Colorado has increased per pupil revenue over the years, the US average per pupil revenue has increased more.  

The current gap between CO and the national average is $2,079. In the early 90’s Colorado ranked 25
th

, in 2002-03 

29
th

, by 2008-09 CO ranked 40
th

. 

0

10

20

30

40

50$0

$2,000

$4,000

$6,000

$8,000

$10,000

$12,000

C
O

 R
a

n
k

in
g

 (
5

0
 s

ta
te

s 
a

n
d

 D
C

)

P
e

r 
P

u
p

il
 S

p
e

n
d

in
g

School Year

Colorado and US Per Pupil Spending and CO Ranking

CO Per Pupil Spending US Avg Spending Rank Per Pupil

0

10

20

30

40

50$0

$2,000

$4,000

$6,000

$8,000

$10,000

$12,000

$14,000

C
O

 R
a

n
k

in
g

 (
5

0
 s

ta
te

s 
a

n
d

 D
C

)

P
e

r 
P

u
p

il
 R

e
v

e
n

u
e

School Year

Colorado and US Per Pupil Revenue and CO Ranking

CO Per Pupil Revenue US Avg Revenue Rank Per Pupil



Colorado School Finance Project 
1200 Grant Street – Denver, CO  80203 

303-860-9136 – Fax 303-832-1086 – www.cosfp.org 

 

Source: US Census Bureau (1994 thru 2011) Page 2 of 2 Summer 2011 

Using US Census Data 1991-92 thru 2008-09:  

Comparing Colorado and the US Average Per Pupil Spending & Revenue and Colorado’s Ranking 

 

Colorado’s ranking, as compared to the nation, for Revenue and Spending per pupil and Revenue and 

Spending per $1,000 Personal Income has continued to decline. 
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